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Much has been written about Norwich’s participation in the American
Revolution. This bustling city was known for its fervent support of the
patriot cause, contributing troops, military leaders, and supplies to the

war effort. What is less known is the participation of its Black
residents, who bravely fought for the freedom of this country and for

their own; for whom “Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” had a
very personal Meaning. 

This presentation highlights the approximately twenty Black men who
have been identified by scholars as Revolutionary War soldiers and

sailors from Norwich, as well as Norwich citizens who argued for the
abolition of slavery and freedom for all as a goal of the Revolution. 
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